THE BRIDE'S LIST
 
NINE TO TWELVE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Decide on the type of wedding.  How big?  How formal?
Set a tentative budget.
Choose the date and time of ceremony and reception.
Make an appointment with the Pastor and reserve the church with the Church Office Manager.
Plan a guest list with names and addresses.
Shop for your wedding ring.
Shop for your dress and accessories.
Pick the colors for the ceremony and reception.
Select your photographer, entertainment, transportation, and caterer.
Plan your honeymoon.
 
SIX TO NINE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Announce your engagement.
Register your gift preferences with bridal registries.
Choose a florist; consult with florist on floral needs and preferences.
Begin monthly pre-marital counseling sessions with the Pastor.
 
THREE TO SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Order invitations and personal stationery.
Keep a record of all gifts received.
Send thank you notes immediately.
Help mothers select their dresses.
Check that all bridal attire has been ordered.
Shop for your trousseau.
Choose a baker for the wedding cake and groom's cake.
 
TWO TO THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Start addressing the wedding invitations.
Shop for such accessories as toasting goblets, ring pillow, and garter.
Confirm all wedding and reception reservations.
Arrange for the wedding rehearsal.
Ask friends to help at the reception with guest book or gifts.
Confirm honeymoon plans; get passport or visa if required.
Confirm flower order with florist.
 
ONE MONTH BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Mail the invitations.
Have the final fitting on your wedding attire.
Have your portrait taken.
Choose gifts for attendants.
Arrange lodging for out of town guests.
Purchase wedding album, guest book.
Select the groom's wedding gift.
Apply for marriage license with groom and witnesses.
 
 
THE WEEK OF THE WEDDING:
Give the final estimate of guests to the caterer.
Check all final details: baker, florist, photographer, and entertainment.
Have your bridesmaid's luncheon: present bridesmaid's gifts.
Pack for your honeymoon.
Provide maps for out of town guests.
 
THE DAY OF THE WEDDING:
Have your hairdresser style your hair.
Begin dressing 1 1/2 hours before the ceremony or formal photography session.
Parents of the groom should be seated five minutes before the ceremony.
The bride's mother should be seated before the processional and before the aisle runner is rolled out.
Relax and enjoy your special day.
 
AFTER THE HONEYMOON:
Finish thank you notes.
Change driver's license, social security card, bank accounts, and credit cards if you are taking your husband's name.
 
 
THE GROOM'S LIST
 
NINE TO TWELVE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Buy the engagement ring and arrange for a special presentation.
Discuss the wedding date and budget with your fiancée.
Choose your best man and ushers (one usher per 50 guests).  Select your wedding rings together.
Plan the honeymoon.
Help with the guest list.
 
SIX TO NINE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Join your fiancée as she registers your gift preferences.
Together with your fiancée, select formal wear for you and your groomsmen.
Begin pre-marital counseling sessions with the Pastor.
 
THREE TO SIX MONTH BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Check the requirements for blood tests and marriage license.
Finalize the honeymoon plans; get a passport or visa if required.
 
TWO TO THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Start addressing your share of the wedding invitations.
Reserve your wedding attire.
Plan and make reservations for the rehearsal dinner.  The groom's family usually hosts this event.
Meet the florist.  The groom traditionally pays for the bride's bouquet, all corsages, and boutonnieres.
 
SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Choose gifts for your groomsmen.
Purchase a gift for your bride.
Purchase marriage license with fiancée and witnesses.  It's the groom's job to check on all details and requirements.
Adjust insurance policies to reflect your new marital status.
Pick up wedding rings.
 
TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Check on honeymoon reservations and tickets.
Purchase traveler's checks if needed.
Arrange to move belongings into a new home, if necessary.
Send fees for Pastor, church, musicians, sound technicians and nursery attendants to Pastor.
 
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE WEDDING:
Present groomsmen's gifts at rehearsal dinner.
Give marriage license to Pastor at Rehearsal.
 
THE DAY OF THE WEDDING:
Give wedding rings to the best man.
Be sure travel tickets are with your change of clothes.
Make final payments to the photographer, caterer, florist and entertainment, if necessary.
Relax and enjoy the celebration.
